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Funding call – VAMHN Arts Competition 
The VAMHN is delighted to launch our Arts funding competition as part of our fourth-year programme of activities. VAMHN’s focus for this fourth year of grant competition funding will be on collaborations that engage the wider public around violence, abuse and mental health. We are looking for innovative artistic projects with the potential for high-quality and original outputs, which generate new critical perspectives and inspire further discussion around violence, abuse, and mental health. We are especially hoping to see lived experience views included and valued. The deadline for applications is the 4th March 2022 at 5pm.
We are delighted to be collaborating with Riverside Studios to run this grant call. Riverside Trust brings artists, audiences and their community together to open minds and change lives through the collaborative nature of the arts. More details on this collaboration will be available to you on our website.  

Helping you find collaborators for this funding call:
We recognise that people with lived experience, artists, and researchers are not always well linked. To help with this all parties will be able to advertise ideas for research or requests/offers of involvement using our LERA (Lived Experience, Researcher and Artist) forum, which can be accessed here. We already have people looking for collaborators on the forum so you can start connecting right away!

Guidance on expectations around lived experience involvement 
On the 21st January, The Network’s Lived Experience Advisory Group (LEAG) hosted a webinar outlining their experiences of involvement in research and their views on good practice. We've have uploaded the audio recording of this webinar which you can access here. 

For full details on the grant call click here.


Non-academic career pathways for researchers - ECR Lunchtime Seminar SeriesOur ECR Lunchtime Seminar Series is back! We’re running our next webinar on the 23rd February from 12-1.30pm. This one is all about non-academic career pathways for researchers.
We will be joined by the following speakers:
· Dr Eloise Crush, Research Director, Positive Group
· Dr Dan Robotham, Deputy Research Director, The McPin Foundation
· Dr Stephanie Smith, Senior Advisor, Centre for Evidence and Implementation
· Dr Minh Dang, Executive Director, Survivor Alliance
Each speaker will be sharing their advice and expertise on alternative career pathways for researchers, including transitioning from a PhD or postdoc into to the private sector and opportunities within the charity sector. There will also be an opportunity to ask any questions during a Q+A panel session.

To register your attendance, click here.

To view the other webinar recordings we have available from this series click here.

The VAMHN’s on Instagram!
We’ve just joined Instagram and we’re hoping to use it more in the coming months to share network and external opportunities. If you’d like to give us a follow our handle is ukri_vamhn.

Early Career Researcher Bursary Award Scheme – awardees and new round
Our next round of Early Career Researcher Bursary Awards is now open! The bursary aims to support junior researchers to attend training courses, research placements at institutions other than their own, and conferences. Bursaries can be used towards training course and/or conference fees, or for travel and accommodation to support attendance. This includes registration fees for virtual webinars and conferences.  
 
These awards are open to early career researchers from both UK universities and third sector organisations. The deadline is 25th April 2022. To find out more and to apply click here. To read what our previous ECR bursary winners have done with their awards click here. 
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LSBU are running a webinar on “Better Education for Boys & Young Men in Tackling Violence Against Women & Girls” on Wednesday 2 February from 4pm – 5.30pm. To register your attendance please click here.

Survivors’ Voices are running a Writing Retreat on the 5th February from 10am-3.30pm. The retreat will offer a safe and supportive space to hear survivors’ voices and use creative writing exercises to discover and develop your own, facilitated by survivor author Jane Chevous and blogger Nicole Caroli. To find out more and to register click here.

Heath and Education at Manchester Metropolitan University are running a webinar on Domestic Abuse Safeguarding During Covid-19 Challenges and Opportunities on the 1st March from 9.30am-1pm. To sign up click here.

The Mental Health Research Incubator are running an awards programme, with prizes of up to £1000 available for mental health research projects and individual researchers. The awards are designed to support and promote early career researchers in mental health. They are looking to recognise and reward innovative impactful research, in four categories – collaborative involvement of patients and public, research in underserved areas, innovation and early impact. For full details click here. Nominations will close on 4th March.
Safe Lives are running a training course on “Engaging with those who harm”. The course will provide a proactive framework for agencies and professionals to confidently, professionally and safely establish direct working relationships with DVA perpetrators without compromising robust safeguarding and support for victims and children. The next course will take place on 22nd and 23rd March from 9.30-4pm. To find out more click here.
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The Pilgrim Trust launched its five year Young Women and Mental Health programme last year, and we are now looking to appoint an evaluator to develop and deliver an impact framework for the programme, and also a facilitator to develop peer learning support working with the cohorts of grantees.  The deadline for submissions is the 21st February. 
For more information and submission details to the Evaluator post click here.
For more information and submission details to the Facilitator post click here.
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Danai Chavendera, a BSc student at King’s College London and is seeking participants for a study in association with the VAMHN. You are eligible to take part if
· You are over the age of 18 
· You are a violence and abuse researcher 
· You are interested in taking part in a remote interview investigating ways of improving the emotional safety and coping mechanisms of people researching violence and abuse.
For more information and to take part please contact danai.chavendera@kcl.ac.uk

Standing Together and Macmillan Cancer Support want to improve services and support for people who have been affected by both cancer and domestic abuse. They would like to hear from you if you are 18+ and
· You have experienced domestic abuse from a partner/family member and you have cancer, or have had cancer
OR 
· You have experienced domestic abuse from a partner/family member who has cancer, or has had cancer. 
If you would like to share your voice, they welcome your input in their online anonymous survey. You will also have the option to sign up to an interview at the end of the survey to talk about your experiences in more depth. If you do not want to do this survey, but you do want to be interviewed, email e.hepworth@standingtogether.org or click here and tell them your name and contact information. All contact information will be stored in line with GDPR. To complete the survey, click here.

Researchers at UCL, The University of Melbourne and the Queensland University of Technology are inviting individuals working in the field of domestic violence, social work, counselling, health, law, justice, policing and housing to participate in their survey on the state of tech abuse. To complete the survey click here.
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Violence and Women’s Mental Health Series – Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology Journal & VAMHN, 2021
The network has linked up with the Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology Journal to coordinate a state-of the-art series of invited reviews and original papers. So far three papers have been published as part of the series with more to come. To read all papers click here.
#DeserveToBeHeard Campaign Reports - Women’s Aid 
Women’s Aid has published two new reports as part of their #DeserveToBeHeard campaign, highlighting the devastating and long-lasting impact of domestic abuse on the mental health of survivors and their children.
1. Mental health and domestic abuse: A review of the literature: by Women’s Aid 
1. Reframing the Links: Black and minoritised women, domestic violence and abuse, and mental health - A Review of the Literature. – by Ravi Thiara and Christine Harrison, University of Warwick
For a summary of some of the key findings, read their blog “Survivors deserve to be heard: The reality of the barriers to mental health support” here.
These reports discuss: 
1. the barriers facing domestic abuse survivors in accessing mental health support,
1. the impact of domestic abuse and intersecting forms of oppression on survivors’ mental health, 
1. and the work of specialist domestic abuse services in meeting mental health needs. 
For more information about the Deserve To Be Heard campaign, go to: https://deservetobeheard.womensaid.org.uk/ 


Inclusive Holistic Care for Migrant Victims of sexual violence (INHeRE) – ICRH Belgium
This webpage hosts a number of useful resources for Professionals working with MAR victims of SV. This includes a Safe reporting framework, a free online course of sexual violence and migration and more. To access the webpage click here.

For more useful resources and links, take a look at our website here
 
VAMHN Directories
The VAMHN has developed three active directories available on our website for our members to access. To access our directories masterpage click here.  

1. VAMHN Data Directory 
This resource indexes UK datasets, data repositories, and aggregate/published statistics about violence, abuse, and mental health, providing you with information about these resources and how to access them.  To access this resource, click here. We’ll be continually adding to the data directory, so if you know of a resource that we haven’t yet indexed, please tell us about it by  completing the template at the bottom of the Directory webpage here, and emailing to Dr Jude Towers at j.s.towers@ljmu.ac.uk. Please note that the resource should be either publicly available or available upon application. You do not need a password to access the data directory.

2. VAMHN Expert Directory 
Our Expert Directory collates details of Network member expertise – e.g., academics, policy-makers, practitioners, those with lived experience, etc. This resource can be used to help members find experts to help with bids or research or more general questions and queries. To access the Expert Directory webpage click here. The password to the webpage is UKRInetwork1! 

3. VAMHN Network Directory 
This directory is for organisations and networks – again, academic, policy-making, practitioner, lived experience, third sector, voluntary sector, etc. These may be formal or informal; organisations, discussion forums, mailing lists; etc. The resource can be used to help members find relevant networks to join, to signpost others to and potentially to help with bids or research or more general questions and queries. To access the Network Directory webpage click here. The password to the webpage is UKRInetwork1! 
 
Both the expert and network directory webpages include instructions on how to use them effectively, and also include a video introduction from our network co-investigator Dr Jude Towers. 
 
If you would like to add your details either the expert or network directory, you can download the template form from our website at the web-links above and send to Dr Jude Towers at j.s.towers@ljmu.ac.uk. 
 
We hope you find the directories useful! If you would like to refer these directories onto colleagues who are not currently members of the VAMHN, please kindly ask them to join the network here and contact us at vamhn@kcl.ac.uk to request the password. 



Basecamp
Basecamp is a forum which you can use to connect with other members of the network. If you’re looking for collaborators, sharing a survey or looking to connect with across different disciplines, feel free to post a message on the project page.
We currently have two pages – one for all members and one for early career researchers. We define an early career researcher as “an individual who is within eight years of the award of their PhD or equivalent professional training, or an individual who is within six years of their first academic appointment”. This includes independent and charity researchers. ​Please let us know if you are an early career researcher and would like to be added to this page as well as the main page.
Please note that by requesting an invitation to join our Basecamp page, your email address will automatically be shared with all other members of the Basecamp group. Additionally, Basecamp often daily update emails which some may find excessive – however you can easily adjust this in your account settings once you sign up. If you would like to join the VAMHN Basecamp page, please email vamhn@kcl.ac.uk to request an invitation
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VAMHN website: https://www.vamhn.co.uk/
[image: Image result for twitter icon]VAMHN twitter: @VAMHN
We are one of eight UKRI funded mental health networks. To find out more about the other seven, click here 
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