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The ins and outs of grant applications - VAMHN ECR Lunchtime Seminar Series
On Wednesday 17th November from 12-1.30pm we are hosting a webinar offering expert advice on how to successfully apply for grant applications. We will be joined by the following speakers:
· Professor Madeline Carr - University College London
· Dr Jennifer Hazelton - University College London
· Björn Christianson - UCL Consultants
· Eoin O'Sullivan - University of Cambridge
· Dr Peter J Lovell - NIHR Research Design Service London

To get your free ticket click here.

Network meeting – save the date 
We are excited to announce that we will be hosting our latest VAMHN Network Meeting on the 23rd November from 10am-12pm. We’ve got an especially exciting agenda and will be circulating the Eventbrite very shortly. Don’t forget to save the date!

Early Career Researcher Bursary Award Scheme – closing soon!
Our next round of Early Career Researcher Bursary Awards is open! The bursary aims to support junior researchers to attend training courses, research placements at institutions other than their own, and conferences. Bursaries can be used towards training course and/or conference fees, or for travel and accommodation to support attendance. This includes registration fees for virtual webinars and conferences.  
 
These awards are open to early career researchers from both UK universities and third sector organisations. The deadline is 1st November 2021. To find out more and to apply click here. To read what our previous ECR bursary winners have done with their awards click here. 
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The University of Bristol is inviting you to attend a performance of Hard Evidence, a new theatre production shining a light on how getting involved with research empowered women who have experienced domestic abuse to support others. The performance was created in collaboration with the COMforT (Mindfulness for Trauma) study. Hard Evidence will run for two live performances at acta community theatre in Bedminster, Bristol, on Tuesday 9th and Friday 12th November from 7-8pm. To get your tickets click here.

The Sexual Violence and Abuse Health Research Network (SVaHRN) have announced a call for abstracts for their research day. The deadline for submission is the 29th October. Abstracts should be 250-300 words and submitted on a Word document and you should include your name, affiliation(s), methodology and key findings or contributions and who will be presenting. For full details email bluestarproject@the-green-house.org.uk.

The ManKind Initiative is holding its annual Male Victims of Domestic Abuse Conference on 17th November from 9.30am to 12.30pm. The conference will feature a summary of the latest research and also the impact upon children of domestic abuse. For more information click here. 

16 days of activism against gender-based violence: events and activities 
As many of you may know, the 16 days of activism against gender-based violence runs each year from the 25th November – 10th December. Have a look below at some of the activities that some of our members are running to mark this period.

Shameless! Festival of Activism Against Sexual Violence - Birkbeck's SHAME project in collaboration with WOW - Women of the World
Date of event: 27th November
Shameless! will feature talks by high profile speakers, survivors, researchers and medical professionals, alongside performances by incredible artists, poets and musicians, as well as interactive workshops, ‘how to’ clinics and wellness spaces – all available to access with your Day Pass ticket. The festival line-up includes WOW Founder Jude Kelly; prizewinning author Professor Joanna Burke; Founder of Black Minds and UK Slam champion Rachel Nwokoro; best selling author and survivor Winnie M Li; Humanitarian and activist Payzee Mahmod; Soma Sara, the Founder of Everyone’s Invited; poet in residence for the Consent Collective Tanaka Mhishi; authors Laura Bates and Rachel Thompson; Academic Dr Rabiya Majeed-Ariss and award winning podcaster Sangeeta Pillai.
To sign up and find out more click here.
What Good Looks Like: Shining a Light on good practice – More Positive Me
More Positive Me are collecting stories from those who have been supported through services ad have some 'good' practice to share. They are doing this through art projects, poetry & interviews and collating into a short film that will be shared with Devon County council training. To find out more and to get involved click here. 
The J9 Domestic Abuse Initiative Launch – More Positive Me
Date: 3rd December 10am-12pm Exeter, venue to be confirmed.  
The J9 Domestic Abuse Initiative aims to raise awareness of domestic abuse and assist survivors to access support safely by training professionals and members of the community to recognise domestic abuse and respond to survivors. To find out more about the initiative – with details of the Launch event to follow shortly, click here.
Best Practice in Working with Child Survivors of Domestic Abuse - AVA (Against Violence & Abuse) Project 
Date: 1st December from 1-4pm
This webinar will focus on the rights and needs of child survivors of domestic abuse. With a range of expert speakers and an opportunity to ask questions, this webinar will give you an insight into the best practice in working with child survivors, how children's rights have changed with the new Domestic Abuse Act and how we can make services that meet the intersectional needs of child survivors.
To sign up click here.
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Agenda are currently recruiting for a freelance social researcher for the final stages of Girls Speak campaign – a campaign to ensure girls and young women facing inequality, poverty and violence get the support and protection they need.  The purpose of this role is to support Agenda's Policy team with qualitative analysis for the final Girls Speak report. The deadline for applications is Sunday 31st October. To apply click here.
 

[image: ]Ongoing Research 
The James Lind Alliance (JLA) Priority Setting Partnership have launched a survey which aims to shape future research by ensuring the direction is set by those affected to improve services for survivors. The survey is open to anyone with experience (both/either in a personal or professional capacity) of sexual violence. to access the survey, click here.

The Violence Abuse and Mental Health Network (VAMHN) are collaborating with colleagues at University of Leeds and Edinburgh Napier University to investigate strategies for researcher wellbeing when working on violence and abuse, including during COVID-19.  The project has received ethics approval from University of Leeds: PSYC-308. To take part in our anonymous survey, please go to https://leedspsychology.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3K8Qu3BJHeFgrVY - it takes less than 10 minutes!
A research team from the NIHR Children and Families Policy Research Unit (CPRU) have developed a core outcome set for family-focused interventions in the domestic violence and abuse (DVA) sector. This work is being developed by reaching out to members of DVA organisations to complete a survey to share insights about the measurement tools used in practice. The findings from the survey will be used by the research team to conduct a Home Office funded rapid review on the measurement tools that are used and are acceptable in supporting individuals and families affected by DVA.  Should you feel that you may be able to contribute to knowledge base of the tools that are used in practice to measure DVA outcomes, please could we kindly ask you to complete the survey below. The survey should take about 10 minutes to complete, and only one member of an organisation needs to take part. To access the survey click here. Please share this link with colleagues internationally. Through this link you will find the French, Spanish and Portuguese versions: https://osf.io/j3ukc/wiki/home/

The Sexual Harms and Medical Encounters (SHaME) project at Birkbeck is currently seeking online interviews with people who have experienced sexual violence. This study aims to understand how people experience and talk about sexual violence, and how this is affected by neurodivergence or mental health experiences. If you have experienced sexual violence since the age of 16, are in touch with a support service, over 18, and willing to talk about your experiences of mental health or neurodivergence for up to two hours, SHaME would be grateful to hear from you. Participants will be compensated for their time and the researcher will meet with you online before the interview to try to ensure the experience is as comfortable and safe as possible. Speaking to the researcher does not mean that you have to take part. If you think you might be interested in participating, or would like further information, then please get in touch with Emma Yapp at: eyapp01@mail.bbk.ac.uk 
A PhD student at University College London is seeking feedback on his draft thesis titled “How do parole board members in England and Wales decide whether to release men who have perpetrated domestic violence against women?”. He is particularly seeking input on what his findings mean for people who have experienced domestic violence. If you are willing to provide feedback on his thesis, please contact Chris Dyke at c.dyke.18@ucl.ac.uk.

[image: ]Resources
Violence and Women’s Mental Health Series – Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology Journal & VAMHN, 2021
The network has linked up with the Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology Journal to coordinate a state-of the-art series of invited reviews and original papers. So far three papers have been published as part of the series with more to come. To read all papers click here.
Impacts of Male Intimate Partner Violence on Women: A Life Course Perspective – Hing et al, 2021
This study examines women's experiences of IPV at different stages over their life courses. Interviews were conducted with 18 women who had left an abusive relationship and were analysed using thematic narrative analysis and the findings were presented according to trajectories, transitions, and turning points over their life courses. To read the paper in the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health click here.
Adverse Childhood Experiences and Trauma-Informed Care – Goddard, 2021
This review looks at the intersection of trauma-informed approaches and ACEs, exploring how ACEs affect health, screening protocols for ACEs, and the importance of healthcare provider's abilities to respond and not re-traumatize patients when delivering evidence-based care. To read the full article in Journal of Paediatric Health Care click here.
For more useful resources and links, take a look at our website here
 
VAMHN Directories
The VAMHN has developed three active directories available on our website for our members to access. To access our directories masterpage click here.  

1. VAMHN Data Directory 
This resource indexes UK datasets, data repositories, and aggregate/published statistics about violence, abuse, and mental health, providing you with information about these resources and how to access them.  To access this resource, click here. We’ll be continually adding to the data directory, so if you know of a resource that we haven’t yet indexed, please tell us about it by  completing the template at the bottom of the Directory webpage here, and emailing to Dr Jude Towers at j.s.towers@ljmu.ac.uk. Please note that the resource should be either publicly available or available upon application. You do not need a password to access the data directory.

2. VAMHN Expert Directory 
Our Expert Directory collates details of Network member expertise – e.g., academics, policy-makers, practitioners, those with lived experience, etc. This resource can be used to help members find experts to help with bids or research or more general questions and queries. To access the Expert Directory webpage click here. The password to the webpage is UKRInetwork1! 

3. VAMHN Network Directory 
This directory is for organisations and networks – again, academic, policy-making, practitioner, lived experience, third sector, voluntary sector, etc. These may be formal or informal; organisations, discussion forums, mailing lists; etc. The resource can be used to help members find relevant networks to join, to signpost others to and potentially to help with bids or research or more general questions and queries. To access the Network Directory webpage click here. The password to the webpage is UKRInetwork1! 
 
Both the expert and network directory webpages include instructions on how to use them effectively, and also include a video introduction from our network co-investigator Dr Jude Towers. 
 
If you would like to add your details either the expert or network directory, you can download the template form from our website at the web-links above and send to Dr Jude Towers at j.s.towers@ljmu.ac.uk. 
 
We hope you find the directories useful! If you would like to refer these directories onto colleagues who are not currently members of the VAMHN, please kindly ask them to join the network here and contact us at vamhn@kcl.ac.uk to request the password. 



Basecamp
Basecamp is a forum which you can use to connect with other members of the network. If you’re looking for collaborators, sharing a survey or looking to connect with across different disciplines, feel free to post a message on the project page.
We currently have two pages – one for all members and one for early career researchers. We define an early career researcher as “an individual who is within eight years of the award of their PhD or equivalent professional training, or an individual who is within six years of their first academic appointment”. This includes independent and charity researchers. ​Please let us know if you are an early career researcher and would like to be added to this page as well as the main page.
Please note that by requesting an invitation to join our Basecamp page, your email address will automatically be shared with all other members of the Basecamp group. Additionally, Basecamp often daily update emails which some may find excessive – however you can easily adjust this in your account settings once you sign up. If you would like to join the VAMHN Basecamp page, please email vamhn@kcl.ac.uk to request an invitation


[image: Image result for website icon]Useful Links
VAMHN website: https://www.vamhn.co.uk/
[image: Image result for twitter icon]VAMHN twitter: @VAMHN
We are one of eight UKRI funded mental health networks. To find out more about the other seven, click here 
[image: ]If you have any collaboration or funding opportunities, events or resources for our newsletter please contact us at vamhn@kcl.ac.uk
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